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President’s Message 
By Ron Seeley 

 

DOCOF is just a few months away so everyone should be starting to 
gear up for our 50th anniversary! We have a couple of teams that were 
part of DOCOF in the past and are now returning. We are happy to see 
Upper Suncoast and Road Runners, returning to DOCOF this year. It will 
be nice to welcome them back. 

I still have a few spots available for the Ward Falkner workshop in May at 
IPOC. Ward is an amazing trainer and a very successful exhibitor. I am 

sure many of us can learn something new from him or at least be reminded of what we 
forgot. You can go to our website, click on events to read about Ward. Then you can scroll 
down and click on the link to download the registration form. It will be a weekend that will 
pay you dividends for your training. 

This year we will be welcoming Aaron Gold back as our DOCOF photographer. Aaron is 
recovering from his health issues and is back behind the camera lens. Hopefully, we can 
get some great candid shots to remember the 50th anniversary of DOCOF. 

If you have anyone in mind for the Jon Mett Award this year, don’t forget to send it in to our 
new Secretary, Terri Bell. The Board needs to have time to go through the nominees and 
vote, so please send in your suggestions soon. You can access the form to make your 
nomination by going to the DOCOF website, click on the tab for the Jon Mett Award.      

Our 50th Anniversary Celebration is this year! Rachel and her committee have been hard at 
work thinking of ideas for DOCOF. If you would like to make a monetary donation or 
sponsor an award, please contact Rachel Flatley.  

In the past few years, exhibitors have been confused on how to complete the Entry form 
when entering the SET and DOCOF. So I have decided that this year I will provide a 
“Sample” entry form for entering the SET and just DOCOF classes. Hopefully this will help 
clear up any confusion and make it easier on Adrienne. I will include it in the June Edition of 
DOINGS. Also, we will need volunteers to sit at the practice rings on Saturday after the Rally 
Trial is completed. We will need 3 volunteers to cover Novice, Open & Utility. We will also 
need someone to sit the Raffle table and sell raffle tickets for the Sunday drawing. Don’t 
forget to bring a raffle basket for each team entered in DOCOF. Please have it wrapped and 
put the team’s name on it. We have had some pretty awesome baskets over the years, and I 
hope with 2025 being our 50th anniversary, the baskets will be even better.                       

 

 



DOG OBEDIENCE CLUBS OF FLORIDA 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 

Held at Dog Training Club of St. Petersburg 
August 31, 2024 

 
 

Ron Seeley called the meeting to order at 3:10 PM 
 
Rachel Flatley moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting.  Aimee Kincaid seconded.  
Passed. 
 
Ron said the Rally SET (Special Event Trial) went off well today.  He is looking for feedback about 
anything we need to tweak to improve it.   
 
Bob Saputo asked why we only have one dog at each level for a DOCOF Team.  Luci went over 
the history of how we got the SET.  She explained that AKC has a rally team event that has one 
dog per level, and AKC won’t let us do a team with more than one dog per level. 
 
PJ Lacette asked how we can get the club open later than 5 PM the night before so people can 
get in and set up.  Discussion followed about run-throughs, times, and the way most trials do 
setup.  Ron said we need to set a time and tell people so they know what time they can get in.  
Rachel said we’re going to discuss this more in a little while when we look at procedures.   
 
Jeanette Rogers had a treasurer’s report.  She said all the information she has came from the 
bank account.  She said our accounting is a little confusing because our year is January to 
January but it makes more sense if it’s from meeting to meeting.  We made a $5000 profit for 
this year, and much of that came from rally entries (this is from last year’s meeting, not the 
2024 meeting).  We currently have about 20K in the bank. 
 
Jeanette said the annual dues renewal form is on the website.  She will send the form to 
Adreinne and Adrienne will print some copies for people who want to pay while they’re here. 
 
Committee reports 
 
Judges – Carol Ann Klein 
 
Carol Ann said please remember when you write down suggestions for judges to submit names 
of people who are close by. 
 
Next year (2025) our judges will be Cheryl Pratt, Nancy Watson* and Rick Cox. This year’s judges 
judged for free (paid in wine) but we can’t continue to expect people to judge for free. 
 



Carol Ann is now looking for judges for 2026.  We need to submit names.  She asked that people 
recommend judges who do everything so they can do both rally and obedience.  Discussion 
followed.  One thing we do at DOCOF is switch judges for runoffs so whoever did the original 
scoring doesn’t do the runoff.  *Please note Carol Mett-Trumbly will judge in place of Nancy 
Watson 
 
Policies and Procedures – Rachel Flatley 
 
Rachel has been working on policies and procedures for the practice rings.  Do we want to have 
Novice stays as part of run throughs?  Going back to what we discussed earlier, we need to 
know what time the building closes on Friday night.  Some discussion followed.  What we may 
need to do is have Novice people sign up for stays separately from regular ring signups.  Also, do 
we want to continue 5-minute run-throughs or only allow 10-minute ones?  Jeanette pointed 
out that Novice people usually want only 5 minutes; Aimee said 10 minutes is a long time for 
Novice dogs. 
 
Ron said the setup time87 may change from year to year.  Lots of discussion followed that 
ranged all over the place. 
 
PJ came back to do we want people to pack in on Saturday morning, or let people have plenty of 
time to pack in and set up on Friday afternoon. Luci said she and Ron are going to retire before 
next year and they can come at noon and stay until evening.  
 
Rachel read what she has drafted for DOCOF ring practice.  Suggestions were made.  One strong 
suggestion is that Board members should get to sign up before the signup sheets are put out for 
anyone else. 
 
The conversation came back to how late we went to have the building open.  Lots of discussion 
followed.  The bottom line is that we all need to know what time the building closes so people 
coming from out of town can make travel plans. 
 
Angela Smith said she appreciated the noon setup time and wants to keep that.  Ron said that it 
will depend on who is in charge of it and what they want to do.  He can’t dictate time to 
volunteers. 
 
Deb Neufeld said she was there at noon to set up and people were already working on it.  It’s 
not like the old days when we had to roll mats.  It’s easy now.   
 
More discussion about times followed.  Ron suggested 6 PM as a building closing time for both 
Friday night and Saturday night. Rachel moved that we accept that time.  Angela seconded.  
Voted.  Passed. 
 
Rachel will write up her notes and send it to the board for approval. 
 



Membership 
 
We have an application for membership from Roadrunners.  This is a former member who 
would like to come back. Kim Floyd was present representing Roadrunners, sponsored by 
Carolee Boyles.  Voted.  Accepted.   
 
Aimee said any DOCOF team that wants to train at her building is welcome. 
 
Election of officers 
 
Luci nominated Ron Seeley for president.  Rachel seconded.  Ron accepted, but said we need to 
think about another president for next year. 
 
Luci nominated Becky Babicz for 1st Vice President.  Rachel seconded.  Becky accepted. 
 
Luci nominated Carolee Boyles for 2nd Vice President. Rachel seconded.  Carolee accepted.   
 
Luci nominated Terri Bell for Secretary.  Rachel seconded.  Ron explained that we are making the 
change in 2nd VP and Secretary so Carolee can assume the role of club Historian. 
 
Luci nominated Jeannette Rogers for Treasurer.  Rachel seconded.  Jeanette accepted. 
 
Voted on the slate.  Passed.   
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Aimee said the bars and pins are back ordered and will be mailed to the clubs. 
 
Discussion followed about whether or not Rally only participants get pins and bars.  Rally never 
has because it’s never been part of DOCOF until this year. 
 
Rachel moved that we give pins and bars to Rally people and let the board work out the 
financial details.  Multiple seconds.  Voted.  Passed. 
 
Aimee will set up a Google spreadsheet for the clubs to fill out with how many pins and bars 
they want to get. 
 
Terri would like clarification of what makes a full team so we have a better idea of when we can 
ask for a unified team.  Ron read the rules aloud and agreed that it’s confusing as to whether a 
full team consists of 2 dogs or 3 dogs at each level.  Deb spoke to how it got that way.  The 3rd 
dog originally was the alternate.  Then it became that we dropped the lowest score.  Aimee said 
you have to have 3-3-2 in order to ask for unification to send a second team.   
 



Ron said if we change one word from minimum to maximum that will resolve the confusion.  
Aimee moved that we do so.  Rachel seconded.  Voted.  Passed. 
 
Aimee pointed out that next year is our 50th anniversary and Rachel said we should think about 
ways to celebrate it.  Ron, Luci and Angela said they will help her. 
 
Carol Ann moved to adjourn.  Multiple seconds. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 4:38 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Judges for DOCOF, SET & RALLY 
 
DOCOF & S.E.T. 
 
Novice/Preferred Novice: Mr. Rick Cox 
 
Open/Preferred Open: Mrs. Carol Mett-Trumbly 
 
Utility/Preferred Utility: Mrs. Cheryl Pratt 
 
Rally & Rally S.E.T. 
 
Master/Choice & Novice: Mrs. Cheryl Pratt 
 
Excellent/Adv. & Int.  Mr. Rick Cox 

 
DOCOF REMINDERS 

 
1. If your Club/Team has not renewed their dues for DOCOF, please go to our website at: 
www.docof.org. click on: Downloadable Forms and scroll down to #3.  
 
2. If you want to register for Ward Falkner Workshop, please visit our website at 
www.docof.org click on Events, scroll down and click on Ward Falkner Fillable Registration 
Form.  
 
3. If you want to nominate someone for the Jon Mett Award, please go to our website at 
www.docof.org click on: Jon Mett Award, scroll down to Submission Form for Jon Mett 
Award.  
 
4. If you have any suggestions for DOCOF’s 50th anniversary, please contact Rachel Flatley 
at bordercoolies@aol.com or Ron Seeley ay rseeley1337@gmail.com  
 

 


