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President’s Message 
By Ron Seeley 

 
I’m sure all of you are aware this year DOCOF marks our 50th 
anniversary. Rachel Flatley and her fantastic team of volunteers 
have been hard at work to help make this DOCOF one to 
remember.  
 
I am happy to announce that Aaron Gold will again be DOCOF’s 
photographer. Aaron fell on some bad health luck, but he is up and 
at it again. So, we are the beneficiary of his recovery. 

 
I was hoping for a group dinner again as I feel it helps create camaraderie among the 
teams. We are still looking forward to seeing if we can make it happen. For me, DOCOF 
has always been about the celebration of what you have accomplished with your dog 
during the year and spending time with good friends while enjoying good food, drink and 
friendly competition. We are blessed that the Dog Training Club of St. Petersburg, 
DTCSP, has allowed us to continue our annual event at their training facility after we lost 
the Osceola Heritage Park facility. I hope everyone enjoys the weekend of fun, food and 
competition while earning legs and titles  
 
I also want to take some time to thank Ward Falkner for coming  down from British 
Columbia in Canada to put on a fantastic workshop. It was not an easy trip, over 15 
hours of travel, but everyone seemed to really enjoy his presentation. Ward provided 
group instruction on Saturday as well as individual instruction on Sunday working on 
problem solving. It is always a pleasure to have Ward down and learn the ins and outs 
of dog training. He is a true gentleman. If any of you have someone that you would like 
to see as a presenter, please contact me directly and I will work on asking them to do a 
workshop. 
 
I hope everyone has a great time during our 50th celebration. It is not often that an 
organization can celebrate such an accomplishment. I sincerely hope that DOCOF will 
continue for a long time. DOCOF has been successful because of all the hard work and 
dedication that all of you have provided over the years. Let’s keep it going far as long as 
we can. 
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Volunteers are Needed 
As you all know, DOCOF cannot run by itself. We need several volunteers to help 
DOCOF run as smoothly as possible. Please consider volunteering to help us by 
offering to help. Below is a list of jobs that we need to fill. You can contact me directly, or 
our Secretary, Terri Bell to volunteer to help. Our contact information is on page 2 of 
DOINGS. 

 

Positions 

1. Raffle Table. 
2. Selling raffle tickets on Saturday & Sunday. (Drawing is on Sunday afternoon) 
3. Manning the practice rings in Novice, Open & Utility on Saturday afternoon. 
4. Helping to set-up Friday prior to DOCOF. (11:00 am) 
5. Empty poop buckets throughout the weekend when needed. 
6. Empty garbage cans throughout the weekend. 
7. Display the awards for Rally and Obedience. 
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When we added the Preferred Classes and removed Veterans from DOCOF, we never defined 
how it would work. Preferred Novice is a challenge since there are no Group Stays, Below, I 
have attempted to define the Preferred classes for the team competition for DOCOF. We need 
to discuss these at our meeting and settle on how we implement them.  

DOCOF CLASSES  
DOCOF Novice 

The DOCOF Novice class is for any dog capable of performing Novice exercises and eligible under DOCOF 
Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Novice, and the dog and handler keep all 
scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total score of 165 and that score is 
recorded as the Team score, while an NQ is recorded in the Judge’s Book under Total Score. The DOCOF 
Novice class will be performed and judged as in the regular Novice class except any dog that NQ’s any 
individual exercise still can participate in Group Stays, unless the Judge has excused the dog.  The dog 
and handler will participate in a separate Group Stay different from the dogs that have not NQ’d an 
individual exercise. The point values for the exercise, scoring and maximum total points are the same as 
in the regular Novice class. 

DOCOF Preferred Novice 

The DOCOF Preferred Novice class is for any dog capable of performing Preferred Novice exercises and 
eligible under DOCOF Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Preferred Novice, and 
the dog and handler keep all scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total score 
of 165 and that score is recorded as the Team score for DOCOF, while an NQ is recorded in the Judge’s 
Book under Total Score. The DOCOF Preferred Novice will be performed and judged according to 
Chapter 11 of the AKC Regulations. 

DOCOF Open  

The DOCOF Open class is for any dog capable of performing Open exercises and eligible under DOCOF 
Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Open, and the dog and handler keep all 
scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total score of 165 and that score is 
recorded as the Team score, while an NQ is recorded in the Judge’s Book under Total Score. The DOCOF 
Open class will be performed and judged as in the regular Open class. The exercises will follow the Open 
“A” order. The point values for the exercise, scoring and maximum total points are the same as in the 
regular Open class. 

DOCOF Preferred Open 

The DOCOF Preferred Open class is for any dog capable of performing Preferred Open exercises and is 
eligible under DOCOF Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Preferred Open, and 
the dog and handler keep all scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total score 
of 165 and that score is recorded as the Team score for DOCOF, while an NQ is recorded in the Judge’s 
Book under Total Score. The exercises will follow the Preferred Open “A” order. The DOCOF Preferred 
Open class will be performed and judged according to Chapter 12 of the AKC Regulations.  

DOCOF Utility 
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The DOCOF Utility class is for any dog capable of performing Utility exercises and eligible under DOCOF 
Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Utility, and the dog and handler keep all 
scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total score of 165 and that score is 
recorded as the Team score, while an NQ is recorded in the Judge’s Book under Total Score. The DOCOF 
Utility class will be performed and judged as in the regular Utility class. However, in Directed Jumping, 
each jump is scored individually. The dog can keep any points earned for each jump. The exercise will 
follow the Utility “A” order. The point values for the exercise, scoring and maximum total points are the 
same as in the regular Utility class except for Directed Jumping as described above. 

DOCOF Preferred Utility 

The DOCOF Preferred Utility class is for any dog capable of performing the Preferred Utility exercises 
and is eligible under DOCOF Rules and Regulations. No title is required to enter DOCOF Preferred Utility, 
and the dog and handler keep all scores earned in each exercise. For example, a dog may have a total 
score of 165 and that score is recorded as the Team score for DOCOF, while an NQ is recorded Judge’s 
Book under Total Score. The DOCOF Preferred Utility class will be performed and judged according to 
Chapter 13 of the AKC Regulations. However, in Directed Jumping, each jump is scored individually. The 
dog can keep any points earned for each jump. The exercise will follow the Preferred Utility “A” order. 
The point values for the exercise, scoring and maximum total points are the same as in the Preferred 
Utility class except for Directed Jumping as described above. 

NOTE: The Trial Secretary refers to all the DOCOF classes as “Wildcard” classes. It is the only way for 
the Trial Secretary to be able to input and track all the scores to determine the highest scoring team in 
DOCOF while using the same software program to record and report all scores from the Special Event 
Trial (S.E.T.) 

AKC Special Event Trial (S.E.T.) Classes Offered 

Regular Classes 

The following Regular Classes shall be offered at the Special Event Trial: Novice B, Open B and Utility B.  
Dogs entered in the above Regular Classes must meet the requirements of Chapter 2, Section 12 of the 
current AKC Regulations. All classes will follow the “A” order and shall be judged according to the 
current AKC Regulations. 

Alternative Titling Classes   

The following Alternative Titling Classes shall be offered at the Special Event Trial: Preferred Novice, 
Preferred Open B and Preferred Utility B. Dogs entered in these Alternative Titling Classes must meet 
the requirements of Chapter 2, Section 12 of the current AKC Regulations. All classes will follow the “A” 
order and shall be judged according to the current AKC Regulations as described in Chapters 11, 12 and 
13.  

NOTE: If you are also entered in the Special Event Trial, SET, you now can earn an AKC leg/title in the 
Regular and Preferred Classes. If you are NOT entered in the Special Event Trial, SET, then your score 
only counts for your Team. Dogs and Handlers that are vying for UDX legs can enter Open B and Utility B 
classes. Dogs and handlers vying for PUDX legs, can enter Preferred Open B and Preferred Utility B 
classes.   
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TID BITS 
 

This year I would like to have a couple of volunteers to take over some of the 
duties for DOCOF. I would like to find someone to take over as editor of 
DOINGS. I think the more people we have involved in the running and promoting 
of DOCOF, the better it will be. I would love to see exhibitors write articles, talk 
about what is happening at other clubs, such as trials, seminars etc. and use 
DOINGS to help spread the word. Florida is blessed with so many dog clubs, but 
unfortunately too many times exhibitors say, “if I only knew about it, I would have 
entered”. Maybe DOINGS can help bridge that gap. 
 
We also need someone locally in the St. Petersburg area to take on the position 
of Hospitality. It is too difficult for those of us in other parts of the state to 
coordinate everything that needs to be done. Besides, the St. Pete folks know 
the best restaurants, can arrange for Judge’s transportation to and from the 
airport/trial better than those of us that live in northern, southern, central or 
eastern Florida. Our vehicles are loaded with what we need for the weekend and 
have little or no room to transport a Judge. I guess we could ask them to rent a 
car for the weekend, but we certainly do not need each judge to rent a car as the 
cost would be too much. 
 
I have found that many hands help lighten the load and prevent people from 
getting burnt out. Hospitality could be 2-3 people working together to arrange 
transportation, hotel arrangements, lunch and dinner. So, let’s talk about it at the 
meeting. 
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It seems that every year someone brings to my attention an item that they are confused 
about. So, I have listed some suggestions below that I would like to present to the 
Membership for consideration at our Annual Meeting. 

 

Rules & Regs. Obedience 
1. Under “Purpose” add the Preferred classes to the last sentence. It would then 

read: “The DOCOF Special Event Trial, hereafter referred to as the S.E.T., will 
allow dogs that have earned qualifying scores in their regular classes and 
alternate titling classes to count towards AKC titles at the Novice, Preferred 
Novice, Open, Preferred Open, Utility and Preferred Utility levels. 
 
Reason: This will make it consistent with Article 1; paragraph 1.2 

Article 3: 

1. Article 3 paragraph 3.5, Require teams that want to unify to send in a copy of 
their current roster along with the application.  

Article 5: 

1. Article 5 paragraph 5.2; Add “Titles earned on or after the closing date of the 
event are not considered” after the first sentence. 
 

2. Paragraph 5.8: Remove the words “DOCOF or” from the last sentence. It 
would read “Dogs not registered with the AKC are not allowed to enter the 
S.E.T. 

Article 7:  

1. Set an exact date for closing, such as July 15th. 

 

Thi  Ph t  b  U k  A th  i  li d d  CC BY SA 

https://pix4free.org/photo/11479/agenda.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Article 8: 

1. Remove 8.11 as it pertains to the Veteran classes which we no longer offer. 

Rally 
Article 5: 

1. Paragraph 5.2 Same wording as the obedience section. 
 

2. Paragraph 5.8. Same change as in the obedience section. 
 

Article 7: 

1. Same wording as in the obedience section. 

Article 10 Awards: 

1. Change the awards to reflect similar awards presented to the obedience 
section. Change the wording to: “The following DOCOF Rally Team awards 
will be presented: Highest Scoring Team and 2nd. through 4th place Team. The 
following individual awards will be awarded: 1st through 4th place in Novice, 
Intermediate, Advanced, Excellent, Master and Choice”. Leave in place the 
wording for the S.E.T. 

 
Practice Ring Times 

 

Friday, Luci and I will stay until 7:00 pm for people to practice and set-up. 

Saturday, We need someone to volunteer to stay after 4:00pm. Luci & I have to leave 
for the Judge’s dinner. Please contact me at rseeley1337@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 
 
 

mailto:rseeley1337@gmail.com
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Help with filling out Entries 
 
Every year folks are confused about how to complete their DOCOF Entries. 
Addrienne has asked that everyone use the AKC Entry form to enter. So here are 
some suggestions on how to complete the entry form. Please be sure to note if 
you are entering the Preferred classes. 
 
1. Fill in your Team name. 

 
2. In the green box, enter your dog’s call name. 
 
3. On the right side of the box asking if you are entering the SET, there is a 

small arrow. Click on it and select YES or  NO. Select Yes if going for an AKC 
leg, NO if you are only entering DOCOF. 
 

4. If you are entering the SET and you are trying for a UDX leg, enter YES in the 
UDX Class box. 

 
5. There are 4 boxes where you can list which class you plan to enter. If you are 

only showing for a DOCOF team in Utility and you are not trying for an AKC 
leg/title, Type in “Wildcard Utility” in the first box. Leave the other 3 boxes 
blank. Enter the appropriate jump height. 
 

6. If you are showing in Utility and you are entered in the SET, enter “Wildcard 
Utility” in the first obedience class box and Utility B in the additional 
obedience class box. Enter the appropriate jump height.  

 
7. Be sure to fill in the amount you are submitting. The fee is $35. You only pay 

an additional $15 if you are going for a UDX leg. Then your total is $50. 
 
8. Please also complete the DOCOF Team Entry form and send it to Luci Seeley 

and Aimee Kincaid. This will let us know what person on your team is 
stewarding and it will allow you to order the pins and bars for your team. This 
form is available on our website under downloadable forms. For the 
obedience Team Entry click on #4. For the Rally Team Entry click on #10. 

 

 

 



 11 

 

 

 

It is hard to imagine that 50 years ago, several obedience enthusiasts came up with the 
idea of DOCOF. After its initial inception, DOCOF has evolved into a statewide 
obedience event for all dog clubs and private organizations throughout Florida that 
creates comradery and friendly competition. Let’s be thankful to all those dedicated 
obedience enthusiasts that started this wonderful idea and continue to work at 
improving DOCOF for many years to come. I’m not sure how long DOCOF will last, but 
because DOCOF is fortunate to have dedicated people like all of you, I know DOCOF is 
in good hands. 

 
Last But Not Least 

Please click on the link below to order your DOCOF 50th Anniversary T-shirt. Press ctrl 
+click on the link to open. All t-shirt orders MUST be received by June 25, 2025.  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:641f712a-c23f-4a3e-86fc-
9c65eddc9a60 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:641f712a-c23f-4a3e-86fc-9c65eddc9a60
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:641f712a-c23f-4a3e-86fc-9c65eddc9a60

